Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist
SATURDAY AUGUST 1 (Mt 14,1-12)

When a person surrenders to vice or pride or avarice or lust or anger or gluttony or envy or sloth, God withdraws, and the person falls into the deepest foolishness. Herod, devoid of all wisdom and intelligence of the Holy Spirit, is like that young man mentioned in the Book of Proverbs: “Say to Wisdom, “You are my sister!” Call Understanding, “Friend!” That they may keep you from a stranger, from the foreign woman with her smooth words. For at the window of my house, through my lattice I looked out And I saw among the naïve, I observed among the young men, a youth with no sense, Crossing the street near the corner, then walking toward her house, In the twilight, at dusk of day, in the very dark of night. Then the woman comes to meet him, dressed like a harlot, with secret designs. She is raucous and unruly, her feet cannot stay at home; Now she is in the streets, now in the open squares, lurking in ambush at every corner. Then she grabs him, kisses him, and with an impudent look says to him: “I owed peace offerings, and today I have fulfilled my vows; So I came out to meet you, to look for you, and I have found you! 

With coverlets I have spread my couch, with brocaded cloths of Egyptian linen; I have sprinkled my bed with myrrh, with aloes, and with cinnamon. Come, let us drink our fill of love, until morning, let us feast on love! For my husband is not at home, he has gone on a long journey; A bag of money he took with him, he will not return home till the full moon.” She wins him over by repeated urging, with her smooth lips she leads him astray. He follows her impulsively, like an ox that goes to slaughter; Like a stag that bounds toward the net, till an arrow pierces its liver; Like a bird that rushes into a snare, unaware that his life is at stake. So now, children, listen to me, be attentive to the words of my mouth! Do not let your heart turn to her ways, do not go astray in her paths; For many are those she has struck down dead, numerous, those she has slain. Her house is a highway to Sheol, leading down into the chambers of death.” (Pr 7,4-27). Herod is dominated by Herodias, he is a slave and prisoner of her because of his lust. From his lusty heart comes a foolish and senseless oath. Herodias, cunning rather than Satan, immediately takes advantage of it to have her revenge on John the Baptist. 

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the reputation of Jesus and said to his servants, “This man is John the Baptist. He has been raised from the dead; that is why mighty powers are at work in him.” Now Herod had arrested John, bound [him], and put him in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, for John had said to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.” Although he wanted to kill him, he feared the people, for they regarded him as a prophet. But at a birthday celebration for Herod, the daughter of Herodias performed a dance before the guests and delighted Herod so much that he swore to give her whatever she might ask for. Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist.” The king was distressed, but because of his oaths and the guests who were present, he ordered that it be given, and he had John beheaded in the prison. His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who took it to her mother. His disciples came and took away the corpse and buried him; and they went and told Jesus.

In Herod’s house virtues do not reign, rather vices reign. The dominant vice of both Herodias, Salome and Herod is lust. When a body is dominated by such a vice, any foolishness can be committed. Out of foolishness Herod makes his insipient oath. Out of foolishness, the daughter asks the mother for advice. Out of hatred against John, who had denounced her sin of adultery, Herodias takes revenge on the prophet of the living God, asking for his head. Though the king is responsible for everything. It is He who introduced Herodias into his home. It is he who at the suggestion of the adulteress put John the Baptist in prison. It is he who uttered that foolish and senseless oath. It is he who decreed beheading in order to appear coherent before the diners. The others tempted him. He is the man mentioned in the Book of Proverbs. Bewitched he let himself be enchanted. Tempted let himself be tempted. Seduced he let himself be seduced. He no longer has the government of his heart. He is a slave to the sin.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints make the Christian never to know the vice and sin.
